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There are two education and training assistance options available to surviving spouses to assist with continuation of post-secondary education. If one is eligible for both DEA (Dependents Educational Assistance) and the Fry Scholarship, one will be required to make an irrevocable election between the two programs when one applies. The election cannot be changed once it has been submitted. Therefore, the VA encourages individuals to carefully review eligibility and entitlement under both programs before making a decision. 
The Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA) Program/Chapter 35 is available for eligible dependents of Veterans who are permanently and totally disabled due to a service-related condition or died while on active duty or died as a result of a service-related condition. According to the VA Annual Benefits Report Version 2.0 dated 12/12/2016, the program has averaged about 90,000 students for FY 2011- FY 2015. There were 14,174 new students in FY 2015. The surviving spouse has 10 years from the date of disability or death, or 20 years if the veteran dies on active duty, to use this benefit for a maximum of 45 months. 
This program currently pays a monthly allowance of $1,024 for full time students. During FY 2008, the Montgomery GI Bill Program/Chapter 30 allowance was tied to the Consumer Price Index and, as a result, saw an increase of 3% for FY 2006, 4% for FY 2007 and 2.5% for FY 2008. There was no similar increase for the DEA CH 35 program. 
The Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship (Fry Scholarship) is available for eligible dependents of Service members who died in the line of duty after September 10, 2001.  According to the VA Annual Benefits Report named above, during FY 2015, 751 spouses received this benefit.  Beneficiaries attending school may receive up to their full tuition and fees for a public school or a statutory annual maximum amount. Currently $21,000, is allowed for a private school, plus a monthly living stipend based on the BAH for an E-5 family determined by the zip code of the school and book allowance of $1,000 per semester for a maximum of 36 months. The Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 2016 includes an extension for the earliest post-9/11 surviving spouses to utilize the scholarship.
The Yellow Ribbon Program is available to former members of the armed forces. Degree-granting institutions of higher learning agree to make additional funds available for the veterans’ education program, without an additional charge to his/her GI Bill entitlement. These institutions voluntarily enter into a Yellow Ribbon Agreement with VA and choose the amount of tuition and fees that will be contributed to this entitlement. VA matches that amount and issues payments directly to the institution. This program is not available to surviving spouses and children.
